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   THE INSTRUMENTS OF SRAZHALYS

 The  triangular-shaped  instrument  played  by
the members of Srazhalys is called a balalaika
(literally means: 'plaything'.)  The round-shaped
instrument is called a domra.  The predecessors
to  both  of  these  instruments  are  believed  to
have been brought to Russia by the Mongols in
the  12th or  13th Century.   They  were  popular
village  instruments  in  Russia  for  centuries,
especially used by skomorokhi. The skomorokhi
were  wandering  minstrels  of  sorts  who  were
prone  to  criticize  the  Tsar,  the  Church  and
Russian society.  This lead to the instruments
being banned at  different times.   Even when
not banned they were generally scorned by the
Russian  upper  class  as  instruments  of  the
peasant  class  until  the  late  1800's  when   a
nobleman named Vassily Andreyev brought the
instruments  to  popularity  with  concert-goers
and the Court.  The instruments can now by
heard in classical orchestras as well as in folk
ensembles.
  The domra and balalaika used by Srazhalys
are  stamped  Leningrad (now  called  St.
Petersburg.) The instruments made a heroic trip
from Russia to the U.S. by ship in 2002.  

    

 

    A  VERY  HARD  JOURNEY        
  (by Terry 'Turlough' Kennedy-Lares)    

  Triall  Ro-Crua  is  about  music,  culture,
tradition, friendship, spirituality and good fun.
They bring modern notions in a creative man-
ner into traditional Celtic music, and then re-
turn the favor by applying traditional sounds to
standard rock, blues and country tunes. They
believe that friendship is a big  part of playing
together,  and  it  shows  with  their  on-stage
banter, and the ease with which they pick up
on each other's  improvisations.  The  fact  that
they are so laid back on stage is an indication
of how comfortable they are with each other.
    “Playing Traditional music together is a very
spiritual  experience for us.  First,  there is  the
transcendence  of  the  whole  act  of  creation.
Every time we play a song it is new. It is being
recreated. When you sing one of these songs it
is  like  telling  an old  story  to  a  new person.
When  we  are  in  the  midst  of  this  process  it
takes us out of ourselves, and we are not the
same.  We also find it  amazing how pertinent
these songs and tunes, that were written many
years ago, are to who we are today.  They tell
us  a  lot  about  who  we  are  as  people.”
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